R12/ 10
MINUTES of a MEETING of the RESOURCES COMMITTEE of WINSLOW TOWN COUNCIL
held on THURSDAY 16th AUGUST 2012, at 7pm in the Council Chamber at 28 High Street, Winslow.
Present: Cllrs Barry, Gibbs, Knight, Reeves (Chairman) and van de Poll
Apologies: Cllr Eatwell
Clerk: B Bradford
No Members of the Press or the public were present
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Declarations of Interest in matters to be discussed: Cllr Barry declared a Personal Interest as an
officer of the Bowls Club
Minutes of Meeting on 19th July RESOLVED that the minutes be signed as a true record.
Matters Arising:
R12/49 The Clerk advised she had identified 2 possible alternative providers of Internal Audit.
R12/57 There has been no further update from Big Society Group on what they propose, Cllr
Reeves has researched AVDC and other Council Welcome Packs.
Items deferred from previous meeting: none
Items delegated by Council: none
Administration :
VAT Registration (12/114) Members agreed they would not wish to see this matter deferred again,
they have confidence in the Clerk’s advice (and NALC expert opinion) that registration is not
negotiable given the specifics of this Council.
Insurance - Renewal notice received for 1st September, as this is year 3 of a 3 year contract and the
Clerk had undertaken a comprehensive review of cover last year, renewal will proceed automatically.
WTC Five Year Plan – Members noted that the 3 items delegated to it required no particular action
at present:
 Maintaining Public Toilet Facilities at Greyhound Lane – AVDC have not made any further
move to transfer these to WTC
 Provide Heritage Lighting where appropriate – current programmes of replacement do not
include substantial numbers in sensitive locations
 Respond to the call for a town park – this is being met in part by the Amenities Outdoor
Fitness Area and the recent Jubilee Tree Planting
Land & Property Issues:
Sports Club Lease/Licencing (12/115) RESOLVED to RECOMMEND that when an application for
extended opening hours for a particular event is received it should be circulated by e-mail to all
Councillors for comment and that 3 Councillors (one, but no more than one, of which should be a Cllr
representative on the Sports Club Committee) should have delegated authority to meet and
determine whether the extension be permitted, in order to provide a response in a reasonable time
frame.
BCC Youth Club Lease and Youth Services Provision (12/120) The Clerk had circulated and
submitted a comprehensive list of queries related to the draft lease and Heads of Terms recently
supplied by BCC.
Only one response to the invitation to local architects re providing technical drawings and
specifications had been received, subsequent to a site visit and BCC supplying electronic drawings
(but not CAD amendable) a detailed quote should be received shortly. RESOLVED to
RECOMMEND that £1,200 be made available from General Reserves to meet such costs.
Cllr Reeves requested that she be copied with the detailed quote when received.
Bowls Green Lease (R12/59) Members noted that the Clerk had not yet been able to set up a
meeting with the Landlord and also that the Bowls Club may attempt to negotiate with the Landlord
re. the lack of maintenance of the neighbouring paddock area which is adversely impacting their
green keeping.
Street Lighting
Renewals Members noted the installation of trial 10 & 15LED units for post-top use in Old Mill
Furlong and Highfield Road. The level of lighting was very impressive at ground level, but members
expressed concern about light pollution. The Clerk to clarify further how the unit is arranged and
whether this pollution could be reduced, also the relative costs of converting columns from post top
to “hockey stick” use.
The schedule of proposed renewals of columns (replacement of all remaining aluminium columns
and outstanding locations where raise & lower items are required, as well as the replacement of 80W
lamps) for this financial year had been passed to the Contractor who would audit and confirm the
comprehensive detail of column and lantern replacements required.
Trees It was noted that there are several places where trees obstruct the effectiveness of
streetlights, some trees are privately owned, others by AVDC, BCC or VAHT. The Clerk has
repeatedly requested action from some of the above without success. RESOLVED that the Clerk
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and Members would identify those most in need of attention, deliver a letter to the owners stating
that unless owners take appropriate action themselves, action will be taken by WTC, and authorised
expenditure of up to £200 in this regard..
Verney Rd Development Phase II (R12/62) Members RESOLVED to confirm the specification of
lighting without part-night dimming – the additional cost of controls at £70 was not felt to be justified
with such low consumption lights. It was noted that no indication had been given re future
maintenance of any of the lighting specified.
Painting of Galvanised Columns The Clerk reported that it may be worth considering, in future,
painting columns at 15 years to prolong their life, per the current scheme for electricity pylons.
Finance
War Memorial Institute Fund Grant Application Members considered the application for kitchen
refurbishment from the RB Legion. RESOLVED to hold the application for consideration alongside
others in October/November as there was no apparent urgency.
The Clerk advised that an advertisement re Grants had been placed in the Sept. Parish Magazine.

7.25pm

Cllr Castle briefly attended and left the meeting without contribution
Personnel – The Clerk left the meeting and was subsequently asked to record the following minute:
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Annual Appraisals – Members noted these will be due prior to budgeting. RESOLVED that the
Clerk conduct the Groundsman’s appraisal, and that Cllr Reeves would discuss with Cllr Monger how
to progress with the Clerk & Deputy Clerk’s appraisals.
Reports from Outside Bodies:
Winslow Sports Club: Members noted that Cllr Barry had attended the meeting on 13th August, the
new format Agenda was felt to be helpful to Council representatives’ attendance.
The Club had decided to seek assistance from Winslow Lions to meet its obligations and hand shear
the area around the newly planted trees.
An approach from a resident to use the Recreation Ground for early morning “Boot Camp” activities
had been rejected.
Cllr Barry had explained to The Club in some detail the proposals re the Outdoor Fitness Area i.e.
location within the grounds, relocation of the entrance to the ground from Elmfields Gate, potential to
install some lighting for the OFA and the Football Training Pitch as well as some additional paving,
the response had been positive.
Citizens Advice Bureau: a successful fundraising event had been held by BACAB at Winslow Hall,
the administrative details re Trustees and Representatives and decision making are currently being
worked through.
Winslow Public Hall Trustees: the Clerk reported she had now spoken direct with the Chairman
about the use of an appropriate insurance valuation and was assured that he would attend to the
matter.
Correspondence:
DCLG Consultation: Payments by Parish & Community Councils Members noted the proposals
and welcomed the legislation which would give Councils the option to make electronic payments and
to implement a system of financial controls that might include the reduction in the number of
signatures required for each cheque. RESOLVED not to recommend that Council respond.
Items For Information
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8.30pm

Cllr Payne joined the meeting and proceeding were adjourned

Transition Town Group Cllr Payne reported that the group is very keen to set up some community
garden areas close to residents and centrally within the town – these could take the form of flower
gardens, vegetable gardens or community orchards, the idea being that residents generally maintain
them and reap the benefits. Suitable land is a significant difficulty in terms of location, ownership
and fertility but the following suggestions were made:
 Winslow Recreation Ground – the Outdoor Fitness Area may well include some planting and
seats (proposed by the WI). This could have some signage to encourage maintenance by
users and also be a signpost to any other spaces that are progressed.
 The Vale of Aylesbury Housing Trust land between Lowndes Way and the cycle path – could
be suitable for any of the proposed types of use
 The AVDC open space between the rear of Ovitts Close and Keach Close properties,
bounded by Longlands Walk and the School Field. This could potentially be suitable for
vegetable gardening, perhaps with a couple of pieces of play equipment nearby to enable
families to more easily contribute to maintenance.
8.45pm Meeting Closed
Signed: ………………………………….. (Chairman) at Meeting (date): ………………………………

